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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

Victor E. Anderson was born on March 30, 1902 the son of Swedish 
i d g r a n t s  i n  Havelock, Nebraska. He graduated from Havelock High 
School i n  1920 and began attending the University of Nebraska. After 
two and a half  years a t  the University he q u i t  school to  become a 
partner in  his fa thers '  plumbing and hardware business. He l a t e r  
obtained control l ing  in t e r e s t  of the Have1 ock National Bank and was 
named President, a position he held unt i l  h is  death. 

Anderson's po l i t i ca l  career began i n  1936 when he was appointed 
t rus tee  of the Lancaster County Sanitary Dis t r ic t .  He was l a t e r  elected 
to  the post three times. In 1948 he won the 18th d i s t r i c t  s e a t  i n  the 
legis la ture .  He resigned this position i n  1950 when he was chosen 
mayor unanamusly by the Lincoln City Council. In 1951 he ran for  
re-election and won by a large majority. 

In 1952 Anderson made his f i r s t  attempt a t  the governorship. 
He l o s t  i n  the Republican primary to  Robert Crosby. Anderson t r i ed  
again i n  1954, t h i s  time winning both the nomination and the general 
e lect ion.  He was re-elected i n  1956 by a large majority, but l o s t  
i n  his attempt for  a th i rd  term t o  Democrat Ralph Brooks in the 
c loses t  e lect ion i n  Nebraska history. 

As governor, Anderson was known for  his "hard tack" policy on 
spending. He held taxes and spending in check during his two terms, 
an issue which he had emphasized i n  his campaigns. He used a business- 
man's approach t o  the  executive o f f i ce ,  y e t  while he reduced wasteful 
spending he greatly improved mental health care. 

In 1959 Anderson was named by President Eisenhower as a delegate 
to  the Atlantic Conference, a NATO sponsored organization. He died 
on August 16, 1962 of a heart a t tack,  his second i n  four months. 
He was survived by h i s  wife of 21 years ,  Betty, and his son Roger. 

Anderson was a member of the Havelock Methodist Church and Sigma 
P h i  Epsilon f ra te rn i ty .  He was a lso a member of the University Club, 
Masonic Lodge, Shrine, Elks, Odd Fellows, Moose, and Rebecca Lodges. 
He was also involved with the Lions Club and a member of the Lincoln 
Country Club. He was on the Board of Trustees a t  Nebraska Wesleyan 
University and past d i rec tor  and vice-president of the Lincoln Chamber 
of Commerce. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

T h i s  subgroup consists of 119 Hollinger boxes of the o f f i c i a l  
and private papers of Victor E.  Anderson arranged i n  twenty-one 
ser ies :  (1) Correspondence as mayor of Lincoln,1950-1953; (2) 
Gubernatorial Campaign Correspondence, 1951 -1953; (3) Campaign 
file,1952; (4) Governor's Official Correspondence, 1955; (5) De- 
partmental Correspondence, 1955; (6) Correspondence re :  Appointments, 
Thank-yous, Congratulations, 1955; (7) Topical Correspondence, 1955; 
(8) Governor's Offici a1 Correspondence, 1956; (9) Departmental 
Correspondence, 1956; (1 0)  Correspondence r e  : Appointments , Thank-
yous, Congratulations, 1956; (11) Topical Correspondence, 1956; 
(12) Governor's Offici a1 Correspondence, 1957; (1 3)  Departmental 
Correspondence, 1957; (14) Correspondence re: Appointments, Thank- 
yous, Congratulations, 1957; (15) Topical Correspondence, 1957; 
(16) Governor's Offi ci  a1 Correspondence, 1958; (17) Departmental 
Correspondence, 1958; (18) Correspondence re :  Appointments, Thank- 
yous, Congratulations, 1958; (19) Topical Correspondence, 1958; 
(20) Budget Requests f o r  1959-1961 Biennium; (21) Miscellaneous. 

This subgroup re la tes  to  the a f f a i r s  of the Governor's o f f ice  
during the administration of Victor E.  Anderson 1955-1959. Also 
included i s  some correspondence re la t ing to  the of f ice  of mayor 
of Lincoln 1950-1 953 and the Gubernatorial campaigns 1951 -1953. 

Series one re la tes  to  Anderson's years as mayor of Lincoln. 
Series two & three  includes correspondence re1 a t i  ng t o  Anderson's 
unsuccessful attempt to  obtain the Republican nomination for  Governor 
in 1952. 

Series 5, 9 ,  13, & 17 pertain t o  o f f i c i a l  correspondence 
of S ta te  Departments and Agencies. The r e s t  of the collection.  
excepting Series 20 and 21 r e l a t e  d i rec t ly  t o  the of f ice  of Governor. 

Series 20 contains detailed budget requests from individual 
Departments and Agencies for  the 1959-1961 biennium. 

The Governor's f i l e s  were maintained i n  the order i n  which 
they were received. The only a l te ra t ions  made were necessary t o  
maintain the continuity of the collection.  

SERIES ONE CORRESPONDENCE AS MAYOR OF LINCOLN 1950-1953 

Box 1 
Folder 1 1950-1951 

2 1952, 1953, and undated 
3 Congratulations 1950-1 951 

SERIES TWO GUBERNATORIAL CAMPAIGN CORRESPONDENCE 1951 -1 953 

Folder 1 Anderson - April-October 1951 
,I2 November-December 1951 

3 January 1952 
4 February 1952 

Box 2 
5 March 1952-January, 1953 and undated 
6 A. C.  Eichberg - October 1951-March 1952 
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Folder 7 Don P. Harrington-October-December 1952 
8 Mildred Strough-December 1951 -February 1952 
9 Dr. C.B. Edwards-February-March 1952 
10 Miscellaneous other supporters-September 1951-March IS 

SERIES THREE CAMPAIGN FILE 1952 

Box 3 
Folder 1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

Box 4 ... 
Folder 8 

9 
1 0  

Advertising 
Ayres and Associates 
Campaign invoices 
Campaign plan - 3 copies 
Crosby Clippings 
Lis ts  
Lists-

News cl i ppi ngs 
Postcards from travel 1 i n q- campaiades

' . "  
Speech material 

11 -1 2 Miscell aneous c 
. ., .>  . .:.<:,< . :<. '. . , . ' .  ~t ...-

SERIES FOUR GOVERNOR'^ OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE 1955 

Box 4(cont1d) Aa -Az 
Box 5 Baa-Dz 
Box 6 Ea-Kz 
Box 7 La-Rz 
Box 8 Sa-Wg 
Box 9 Wh-z 

SERIES FIVE DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 1955 

Folder 1 Adjutant General - general 
2 Adutant General - armory board - c i v i l  defense I ,,3 
4 
5 Aeronautics 

rr " 6 
7 Agri cul tu re  

In 
" 

I, " 

u ' 10 
Box 10 

- travel requests 
- general- travel requests 
- general 
- emergency drouth r e l i e f  
- resources 
- travel requests 

Folder 11 Attorney General - general 
, I  , I  -extraditions 

-opinions 
,r -summons 

Auditor - general 
Banki ng-general 
Banki ng-travel requests 
Board of Control - general 










































